
Called to Be Saints 

On Ash Wednesday, we began the Holy Season of Lent. The Ceremony of the Ashes focused our 

attention on two essential truths of our Christian faith: "Remember that you are dust and to dust you 

shall return." In other words, do not become enslaved by the cares and worries of this life, so much so 

that all we do is bother about things that are not going right. Secondly, do not have an unrealistic 

expectation of yourself. You are dust means you are a human being that struggles daily to become 

better. It means we have to be patient with ourselves. We have to be patient with others. We should be 

humble enough to acknowledge that we are not God. "We are dust" is an invitation to come to terms 

with our frailties as human beings, to accept that we do make mistakes, that we do not always get it 

right. The second antiphon, "turn away from your sins and believe in the gospel" invites us not to allow 

ourselves to be imprisoned by our mistakes. In other words, our failures, maybe once, maybe twice, 

maybe a thousand times, should not define us. We might have failed regarding one aspect or event or 

the other, but it does not make us failures. Turn away from your sins and believe in the Gospel implies 

that we should not live lives thinking that our future is behind us. God's mercy makes our failures things 

of the past. God's mercy has taken care of the mess we might have made, as parents, as spouses, as 

priests, as siblings, as friends. God's mercy covers everything. God is the great fixer, the great handler of 

situations. God forgives everything. The challenge is with us: have we forgiven ourselves? In other 

words, people might try to stigmatize us: Doubting Thomas; Sinful Mary; Lying Peter; Frightful Mark; 

etc., etc. But guess what, none of it will matter if we keep our focus on accepting God's forgiveness, and 

moving forward. Doubting Thomas became the greatest missionary to India. Lying Peter becomes the 

rock upon which the Church was built, on Pentecost Sunday, converting 3,000 to Christ and birthing the 

Church as head bishop; Frightful Mark writes a Gospel; Sinful Mary Magdalene becomes the apostle to 

the apostles on Easter Sunday. Dear People of God, as we enter the Holy Season of Lent marked by the 

three spiritual exercises of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving, let us remember: our calling is always for the 

future, to become saints. Our mistakes, because we are from dust, should not cause us to give up on 

God's good plan for each and every one of us. That is the Good News, the gospel: God is saving us in 

Christ, not counting our sins and failures, but offering us new beginnings (2 Corinthians 5:17). Wishing 

you all a blessed and holy Lent. Fr. Maurice 


